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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT KY ON THE PARIS 
TALKS IMPASSE AND SUGGESTIONS ON RESOLVING IT 
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( •SUMMARY : VICE PRESIDENT KY THINKS PRESIDENT THIEU HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT TO TAKE A HARD STAND OF THE QUESTION OF GOVERNMENT 
OF VIETNAM CGVN) REPRESENTATION AT. THE PARIS TALKS. OTHERWISE 
THIEU*S ADMINISTRATION WOULD HAVE BEEN POPULARLY REGARDED AS 
A U.S. PUPPET. KY BELIEVES THAT THE AMERICANS WERE OVERLY 
RIGID DURING THE PRE-BOMBING HALT NEGOTIATIONS AND FAILED TO 
RECOGNIZE VIETNAMESE SENSITIVITIES. THE IMPASSE MUST NOT BE 
A’ ,OWED TO CONTINUE OR THE GVN/U.S. RUPTURE TC WIDEN AND HE WILL 
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DO EVERTHING HE CAN TO PREVENT THIS. HE PLANS TO PROPOSE TO 
THIEU A COMPROMISE APPROACH BASED ON A MODIFICATION OF THE 

4 

"OUR SIDE-YOUR SIDE" FORMULA. HE THINKS THAT CONSIDERATION AND 

UNDERSTANDING BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON MIGHT MAKE POSSIBLE AN 

* 

AGREEMENT THAT WOULD PERMIT THE GVN TO GO TO PARIS AND PLAY 
A LEADING ROLE. HE RECOGNIZES THAT THIEU WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY 
SELLING HIS PROPOSED COMPROMISE TO THE PEOPLE AND HE IS PREPARED 
TO HELP THIEU DO SO, EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF HAVING THIEU LABEL 
IT A KY PROPOSAL. HE THINKS THAT ONCE AT THE PEACE TALKS THE 
GVN SHOULD SEEK THREE OBJECTIVES: IRONCLAD GUARANTEES OF ITS 
BORDER AT THE 17TH PARALLEL, BILATERAL GVN/HANOI TALKS ON 
THE FUTURE OF VIETNAM AS A UNIFIED NATION, AND DIRECT GVN/ 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT TALKS. HE HAS NOT YET DECIDED 
WHETHER HE SHOULD GO TO PARIS AS HEAD OF THE GVN DELEGATION 
AND SEES BOTH ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES TO HIS DOING SO. HE 
WILL LEAVE THE MATTER UP TO THIEU. 

END SUMMARY .) 

1. VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY SAID ON 11 NOVEMBER 19SS 
THAT PRESIDENT'NGUYEN VAN THIEU*S STRONG STAND ON THE QUESTION 
OF GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) REPRESENTATIOM AT THE PARIo 
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STAND IS STRONGER THAN THE ONE KY ADVISED HIM TO TAKE BUT KY 
RECOGNIZES THIEU’S NEED TO UNDERSCORE THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM CSVN)-. HAD THIEU YIELDED, THE PEOPLE WOULD HAVE 
CALLED THIZU’S ADMINISTRATION A U.S. PUPPET AND THIEU MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN ASSASSINATED. KY SAID IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE GVN 
TO GO TO PARIS WITH ITS SOVEREIGNTY, INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY 
INTACT IF REAL PEACE IS TO*BE ACHIEVED AT THE CONFERENCE TABLE. 

2. KY SAID HE THOUGHT THE U.S. STAND DURING THE PRE¬ 
BOMBING HALT NEGOTIATIONS WAS MUCH TOO RIGID AND DID NOT 
RECOGNIZE VIETNAMESE SENSITIVITIES. HE RECALLED THE AMERICANS 
HAD DENIED HIS REQUEST FOR A 24-HOUR POSTPONEMENT SO THAT A 
COMPROMISE MIGHT BE REACHED ON "TWO WORDS". AN AGREEMENT COULD 
HAVE BEEN REACHED, HE SAID, HAD THE VIETNAMESE BEEN GRANTED 
THE ADDITIONAL 24 HOURS. COMMENTING ON THE APPARENT U.S. 
EXPECTATION THAT THIEU WOULD AGREE TO THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL, 

KY SAID HE HAD WARNED THE AMERICANS THIEU COULD NOT ACCEPT 

THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE AS WRITTEN BUT HIS WARNING WAS DISREGARDED. 

3. KY SAID THAT THERE IS NO D0U3T IN HIS MIND THE 
U.S. AND THE GVN MUST STAY TOGETHER. HE BELIEVES THAT THE 
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BASIC POSITIONS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES ARE COMPATIBLE AND THAT 
THE PROBLEM IS A RESULT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING IN TIMING AND 
TACTICS. HE OBSERVED THAT SHOULD THE IMPASSE CONTINUE THERE IS 
A DANGEROUS RISK BOTH GOVERNMENTS 'JILL DRIFT FARTHER APART AND 
REACH A POINT WHERE A SERIOUS RUPTURE IN RELATIONSHIP COULD OCCUR. 
' HE SAID HE WANTS TO PREVENT THIS AT ALL COSTS. 

4. KY SAID THAT BEFORE 12 NOVEMBER, HE WOULD PROPOSE TO 
THIEU A POSSIBLE COMPROMISE APPROACH TO THE PARIS IMPASSE WHICH 
WOULD BE BASED ON A MODIFIED VERSION OF THE "OUR SIDE-YOUR SIDE" 
FORMULA i 

A. THE QUESTION OF THE NUMBER OF DELEGATIONS 

WOULD BE PUT ASIDE. THERE WOULD BE ONLY TWO SIDES, "OUR SIDE 
(GVN AND U.S.) AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SIDE. 

B. "OUR SIDE" WOULD NOT CONCERN ITSELF WITH HOW 

THE OTHER SIDE ORGANIZES ITSELF AND WOULD MERELY RECOGNIZE 
ONE DELEGATION, "THE OTHER SIDE." "OUR SIDE" WOULD ALSO NOT 
CONCERN ITSELF WITH HOW "THE OTHER SIDE" RECOGNIZED THE MAKEUP 
OR ORGANIZATION OF "OUR SIDE." IN OTHER WORDS, IT WOULD NOT BE 

NECESAARY FOR HANOI TO ACCEPT THE GVN AS THE PRINCIPAL FOR 

* 

9 

"OUR SIDE." 
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C. THE MAKEUP OF "OUR SIDE" WOULD BE A MATTER FOR 
NEGOTIATION BETWEEN THE GVN AND THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

5. ASKED IF HIS REMARKS DID MOT MEAN THE GVN WOULD INSIST 

♦ 4 

ON HEADING "OUR SIDE’S" DELEGATION, KY SAID HE HOPES PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON AND THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL RECOGNIZE VIETNAMESE 

SENSITIVITIES AND THE DIFFICULTIES THAT WILL CONFRONT THIEU 

SHOULD HE BACK OFF FROM THE POSITION HZ HAS ALREADY TAKEN. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT JOHNSON MIGHT CONSIDER EMPHASIZING THAT 
OBJECTIVE. THE U. S. IS ALSO INTERESTED 

• *• .la* 

IN PEACE AND .UNDERTOOK THE PARIS TALKS TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE 
CESSATION OF THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM (DRV) AND IT HAS 
ACHIEVED THIS OBJECTIVE. SUCH A STATEMENT BY JOHNSON, KY 
SAID, WHOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO COME UP WITH AN ACCEPTABLE 

FORMULA PERMITTING BOTH GOVERNMENTS TO GO TO PARIS WITH THE 

0 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE PLAYING A LEADING ROLE. 

6. KY SAID IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR THIEU TO SELL THIS . 
COMPROMISE- TO THE PEOPLE. HE WILL HELP THIEU DO SO AND WILL 
ALSO HELP THIEU PERSUADE THE GVN NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL TO 
ACCEPT'A COMPROMISE. HE IS EVEN WILLING TO LET THIEU LABEL 
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IT KY'S PROPOSAL. THE IMPORTANT THING, KY SAID, IS TO ENABLE 
A GVN DELEGATION TO GO TO PARIS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE TO BRING 
PEACE TO VIETANM. 

7. KY SAID HE HAD THREE PROPOSED GVN OBJECTIVES AT THE 

♦ 

FORTHCOMING PARIS PEACE TALKS: 

* 

A. GVN BORDERS MUST BE GUARANTEED, EITHER BY AN 
INTERNATIONAL FORCE OR BY THE U.S. OR BY HANOI AND SAIGON. HE 
IS NOT CONCERNED ABOUT’WHICH IS DECIDED UPON BUT THE QUESTION 
OF IRONCLAD GUARANTEES IS VITAL. THE BORDER MUST BE AT THE 
I7TH PARALLEL. 

B. THE GVN AND DRV SHOULD ENGAGE IN BILATERAL 

% 

TALKS TO WORK OUT THE FUTURE OF VIETNAM AS A UNIFIED NATION, 

TO INCLUDE ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND, EVENTUALLY, POLITICAL 
RELATIONSHIPS. 

C. DIRECT TALKS BETWEEN THE GVN AND NATIONAL 
LIBERATION FRONT (NFLSV) ; THE TALKS COULD BE HELD ANYWHERE. . IF 
INFILTRATION IS STOPPED, GVN FORCES ARE PERFECTLY ABLE TO 
HANDLE THE REMNANT VIET CONG FORCES. KY'RECOG NIZES THE NFLSV 
WILL DEMAND A'HIGH PRICE BUT BELIEVES THIS IS NEGOTIABLE AND, 

IN ANY EVENT, THE GVN CAN PREVAIL. 
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S. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, KY SAID HE HAS NOT YET 
DECIDED WHETHER TO GO TO PARIS AS HEAD OF THE GVN DELEGATION. 
ON THE POSITIVE SIDE, HE BELIEVES THAT IN PARIS HE COULD MAKE 
DECISIONS WHICH A LESSER FIGURE WOULD HAVE TO REFER TO SAIGON 
AND THAT THE PEOPLE WOULD BE CONFIDENT HE WOULD OBTAIN THE 
'MAXIMUM FOR SVN AND WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THE RESULTS. 
NEGATIVELY, HE RECOGNIZES THE RISK OF FAILURE OF THE TALKS AND 
SUBSEQUENT INTERNAL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS WHICH COULD MEAN 
THE DEMISE OF HIS LEADERSHIP ROLE IN SVN. HE WILL LEAVE THE 
MATTER UP TO THIEU. IF THIEU ASKS HIM TO GO HE WILL DO SO BUT 
HE WILL NOT INSIST ON GOING. 

9. JMLDISSEM: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER, DEPUTY 
AMBASSADOR BERGER, POLITICAL COUNSELOR) 
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